AWARE Shark Conservation
Knowledge Review
Answer the following questions. Your instructor will review your answers with you.
1. What are the unique physical attributes of sharks that can be used to tell them apart from bony fish?
a. Skeleton made from cartilage
b. Lack of a swim bladder
c. Exposed gill slits
2. Fill in the missing information in the following table.
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List Review of 1044 Shark, Ray and Chimaera Species
Critically Endangered

2%

Extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

Endangered

4%

Very high risk of extinction in the wild

Vulnerable

11%

High risk of extinction in the wild

Near Threatened

13%

Close to qualifying or likely to qualify for a threatened category in
the near future

Least Concern

23%

Not qualifying as Threatened
abundant species

Data Deficient

47%

More information required for assessment

including widespread and

3. List the life history traits that make sharks vulnerable to overfishing.
a. It takes them a long time to reach sexual maturity
b. They have long gestation periods (one to two years)
c. They have a small number of offspring (pups)
d. They breed only every second or third year
4. List three reasons why sharks are important to marine ecosystems.
a. They keep a balance among prey species
b. They remove sick, injured and diseased animals
c. They protect seagrass beds from over-grazing
5. Fill in the blanks in the following sentence:
Overfishing

is the main cause of the rapid decline in shark populations. It is mostly due to

overfishing that many shark species are threatened with xtinc

t

ion.

6. List three key management strategies that can protect sharks.
a. International Plan of Action-Sharks (IPOA-Sharks)
b. Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs)
c. v
7. Name two ways in which sharks contribute to local economies.
a. As a source of food
b. As tourism attractions
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